
Four Keys…

…To Hearing the Voice of God



Why is hearing the voice of God so Important? 

14/09/2020

2

• Relationship with Jesus
”Your life will be fruitless unless you live your life intimately joined to mine”
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me”

• Like a Marriage
Do I have a theology that says I have a relationship?
Or do I have an actual relationship?



So how does God speak today?
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• Scripture
God may highlight a specific scripture
Or a specific scripture may suddenly come to mind

• Songs
Suddenly a song may come to us that we haven’t heard for a while

• Dreams
God may speak to us in an unusual dream

• Spontaneous thoughts
A spontaneous thought may come to us…



A biblical model for hearing God speak
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Based on the ministry from Mark Virkler

Habakkuk 2:1-3

I will stand my watch and set myself on the rampart,

And watch to see what He will say to me, 

And what I will answer when I am corrected.

Then the Lord answered me and said: “Write the vision

and make it plain on tablets

Four Keys…



Four keys are identified in Habakkuk
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1. I will stand my watch
Be still…

2. I will watch to see
Fix our eyes on Jesus

3. He will speak to me
Tune to spontaneity

4. Write the vision
Write the flow of thoughts and pictures that light upon
your heart and mind



Key #1: Be Still
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• Be still: To quiet yourself in the Lord’s presence
This could be our prayer room or our couch
Somewhere where we can be alone with God

• It is biblical to still ourselves
Psalm 46:10: Be still and know that I am God
Jesus went to be alone to pray

• It takes practise to still our mind
Our minds can sometimes be very busy
That’s where the next key comes in…



Key #2: Fix your eyes on Jesus
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• Fix your eyes on Jesus.  
Picture Jesus being with you and look at what He does
Use the ‘eyes of your heart’ – Hebrews 12:2: “Fix your eyes on Jesus”
How many of you are picturing the bible as you read stories?

• Note that the bible is full of visions
If we ask God for vision he will not give us a stone or a serpent
God uses visions and therefore we shouldn’t be afraid of it

• Practise will make vision easier
If you learn to fix your on Jesus it will help you become still  
The picture will become alive



Key #3: God’s voice as a spontaneous thought
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• Many people hear God's voice without knowing
A sudden thought to pray for someone.  This is how God speaks

• Spontaneous thoughts that become a flow…

So when I'm in prayer, I should quiet myself down, 
fix the eyes of my mind on Jesus and tune to 
spontaneity. The flow of spontaneous thoughts 
that follows is actually the voice of the Holy Spirit.

• Different from my own thoughts…
My own thoughts are analytical and structured
Spontaneous thoughts just flow in with a life of its own…



Flow of spontaneous thoughts…
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• We can pray when we’re in this flow
Prayer without flow for 30 mins is hard work – It’s me praying
Prayer in flow for 30 mins takes almost no effort – Holy Spirit praying in me

• We can remain in this flow all the time
Even at our jobs.  Everything becomes better and easier when in the flow

• When I turn to flow it’s the river of God
Worship without flow is just signing songs and just doing this because we 
feel we are supposed to.  Worshipping in spontaneous flow is the Holy Spirit 
worshipping through me.  Holy Spirit often feels like flow…

John 7:37-39: Out of your innermost being shall 
flow rivers of living water (Holy Spirit)



Three categories of thoughts
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1. Spontaneous positive thoughts
Likely to come from the Holy Spirit
Counsellor, comforter, speaks truths, teacher, friend, edifier, helper

2. Spontaneous negative thoughts
Likely to come from demons
liar, accuser, thief, adversary

3. Analytical thoughts
Likely to come from self…



Key #4: Record the vision
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• Write out the flow of thoughts and visions within you
Two-way journaling: God talks to me and I talk to God
In the bible people wrote down visions and what God spoke (e.g. Psalms)

• Writing prevents to interrupting God’s flow
We start writing without critiquing our writing until the flow is done
Then we can go back and test it

• Journaling therefore enables me to stay in the flow 
knowing I can test it later…
The enemy may sometimes try to drop a negative or perverted thought 
during prayer time.  We recognise that this is the enemy and bind him and 
command him to leave.  We should remain in the flow when this happens!



Four Keys in Summary
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1. Stillness
Be still…

2. Vision
Fix our eyes on Jesus

3. Spontaneity
Tune to spontaneity

4. Journaling
Write the flow of thoughts and pictures…

All four keys are important 
to hear the voice of God…



Putting the words to the test…

14/09/2020

13

• Does it line up with biblical principles?
All words received must line up with the bible…

• Give God the glory for the results

• Safeguards for the Four Keys
You need to be a born-again Christian
You need to accept the Bible as the inerrant Word of God
Have an attitude of submission to what God has shown you from the Bible
Have spiritual advisors to whom you go for input on a regular basis…



Spiritual advisors
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• Can keep me from making serious mistakes…
Proverbs 11:14 says: In the multitude of counsellors there is safety
Best to have at least 3 spiritual advisors.  The main one can be your spouse

• Discipleship
You should be in a discipleship relationship with someone who is also in a 
discipling relationship

• Spiritual advisors will help us grow
Sharing journaling with your spiritual advisor will help test the result


