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• Revelation awakens us from spiritual sleep
Jesus writes letters to several of the churches to rebuke them for their 
allowance of sin or doctrinal error.  We need to be ready for His coming and 
ready to give an account for what we have done.

• Helps us understand what will happen
Teaching on the Rapture, the Tribulation, the Judgement Seat of Church etc 
is relevant for the church today. In 1 Thessalonians 4:18 Paul tells us to 
encourage each other about the Rapture of the Church.

• Revelation is a book about King Jesus
The great High-Priest who becomes King who will come to rescue His bride 
is the Lord of glory. He will come in great power and establish His kingdom. 

• Disclaimer
Summary View Only.  Many people hold different views! 
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• Chapter 1: The Priesthood of Christ

• Chapter 2 & 3: The Seven Churches
Messages to the Seven Churches or the seven time-frames that the Church would 
experience in history until the time Christ returns.

• Chapter 4: Transition from Church Age to the Tribulation

• Chapter 5 - 18: The Seven Year Tribulation
The Tribulation period and the numerous judgements that will be poured out.
Also the Judgement Seat of Christ and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.

• Chapter 19 & 20: Christ’s Return and 1000 Year Reign

• Chapter 21 & 22: New Earth and New Jerusalem
White Throne-Room Judgement.
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• The Message to the Seven Churches is still relevant today
What Jesus has to say to the seven churches is also relevant to our church.

• Seven Churches as time-frames
Many scholars teach that the Seven Churches are a representation of the Church 
Age, which shows the various phases as follows:

If we split up the Church-Age in seven parts to represent 

the Seven Churches in Revelation, then we can see that 

we are now in the Age of Laodicea.  

An age with many churches that are lukewarm, Not cold, 

but also not on fire.

The first Church

The Missionary Movement

The Reformation

The Catholic Church

The Persecuted Church

The Political Church
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The Tribulation – Part 1
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• Tribulation is the wrath of God for ungodly people
It is reserved for the ungodly people and a judgement for sin.  

• Tribulation duration is 2 x 42 months = 7 Years
The Tribulation period starts with the breaking of the Seven Seals.  During the 
Seventh Seal we have 7 Trumpets.  The final part of the Tribulation is about the 
Seven Bowls of Wrath.

• Book of Daniel refers to a ‘week’ which is also 7 Years
Daniel 9:27

Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week;

But in the middle of the week

He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.



The Tribulation – Part 2
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• The Old Testament refers to Tribulation in Isaiah 13:9-11

• The Tribulation Period is not for the righteous
Tribulation is for the ungodly people

9 See, the day of the Lord is coming

—a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger—

to make the land desolate

and destroy the sinners within it.
10 The stars of heaven and their constellations

will not show their light.

The rising sun will be darkened

and the moon will not give its light.
11 I will punish the world for its evil,

the wicked for their sins.

I will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty

and will humble the pride of the ruthless.



The Tribulation – Part 3
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• If we receive salvation through Jesus, we escape the 
coming wrath

1 Thessalonians 5:9 

9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through 

our Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 21:34-36

34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, 

drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you 

suddenly like a trap.  35 For it will come on all those who live on the face of 

the whole earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able 

to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand 

before the Son of Man.”

If it wouldn’t be possible to escape the wrath of the Tribulation, then why does 
he tell us to pray to escape?



Revelation Events: The Rapture
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The Rapture – Part 1
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• The Rapture is described in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

• The Rapture happens before Jesus comes back to Earth
Revelation shows Jesus will return to Earth with the Saints to start His millennial 
reign.  This is sometimes referred to as the ‘Second Coming’.  Therefore we must 
have somehow made it to Heaven before that time.

• Different believes in the moment of the Rapture
Some believe the Rapture will be before the Tribulation.  Others believe that the 
Rapture will be during or in the middle of the Tribulation.

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 

of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 

rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And thus we shall always 

be with the Lord.



The Rapture – Part 2
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• Support for a Pre-Tribulation Rapture
Revelation 5:9 talks about ‘redeemed saints’ while the Tribulation doesn’t start 
until Revelations Chapter 6 which is when the Seals are broken.  

• Jesus said we should pray to escape the coming Wrath
1 Thessalonians 5:9 makes it clear that the Tribulation is not for the Saints

• We should always be ready for the Rapture!
Pre-Tribulation or Mid-Tribulation – We must be ready and 
not be like the foolish virgins!

Revelation 5:9

You are worthy to take the scroll,
And to open its seals;
For You were slain,
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation



Revelation Events: The Judgement Seat of Christ
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The Judgement Seat of Christ - Part 1
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• The Judgement Seat of Christ is only for the Saints
This is different from the Great White Throne Judgement which is scheduled 
after the 1000 year millennial reign and is for the ungodly (alive or dead).

• Then follows the Marriage Supper of the Lamb
Afterwards the Saints will return to Earth with Christ for the millennial reign.

2 Corinthians 5:10

For we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, that each one 
may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad.

Revelation 19:9

Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!



The Judgement Seat of Christ - Part 2
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• We must all appear before the Judgement Seat
No matter whether we die or whether we are raptured: We must all appear 
before the Judgement Seat of Christ.

It is a fearful thing to stand face-to-face with Jesus at 
what is called the Judgement Seat of Christ!

2 Corinthians 5:10-11

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, 

whether good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror* of the Lord, we 

persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well 

known in your consciences.

*terror = Phobia which means: frightened, alarmed or afraid. 



The Judgement Seat of Christ - Part 3
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• People who Lie in Hypocrisy
It’s when you know you’re lying but you’re doing it anyway

• People with a seared conscience
These people can slander and lie about anything but it doesn’t bother them.
These people have seared their conscience – feeling nothing – but yet they 
may still go to church every week.

1 Timothy 4:1-2 says:

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the 

faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies 

in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron

• We need to give an account to Jesus for our lives
Many who call themselves Christians and who claim to know Jesus are engaged 
in lying, slandering, hating, causing trouble, splitting churches and cause division. 



The Judgement Seat of Christ - Part 4
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• If I have done the right thing, then I don’t have to fear!
If I live a life committed to God, have repented, loved my neighbour, remained 
faithful, have forgiven everyone and did everything God tells me to do then I 
will hear the following words: “Well done you good and faithful servant!”.

• God will reveal the quality of our works on that day

1 Corinthians 3:10-15

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I 
have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how 
he builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for 
the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each 
one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, 
he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he 
himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.



The Judgement Seat of Christ - Part 5
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• ‘I Never Knew you’ means you never had an intimate 
walk with God
It means you knew about God, but you never actually walked with Him.  

Matthew 7:22 – 23 says:

Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 

name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 

name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, 

you who practice lawlessness!’

It means even though you may have been going to church claiming to be 
a Christian, you may have never done the things the bible tells us to do 
such as loving our neighbour, forgiving others, helping those in need.  
Instead, you may have been involved in backstabbing, slandering, spending 
your time on internet sites you shouldn’t be on, etc.



The Judgement Seat of Christ - Part 6
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• Have we ever been ashamed of Jesus in front of others? 
Even in front of our co-workers?  Jesus says we should rejoice when we are 
persecuted.

Matthew 6:15 says:

But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 

your trespasses.

Story of Priest

Luke 9:26 says:

For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be 

ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy 

angels.

• And we must forgive others…



Conclusion
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• We should always be ready to meet Jesus 
It doesn’t matter whether the Rapture is pre-Tribulation or later. Remember that 
Jesus said that for some, He will come like a thief – When you don’t expect Him!

• We should not live for ourselves but in submission to God
It means we can present ourselves for the Judgement Seat of Christ with Gold, 
Silver and Precious stones instead of Wood, Hay and Straw.

• Ask God to search our hearts and repent when convicted
”Lord, search my heart and purify me.  Cleanse me thoroughly of everything 
unclean or unworthy in me.  Grant me a deep a true repentance of anything that 
dishonours or displeases You!”

Revelation 16:5

“Behold, I am coming as a thief.  Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 
garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.”
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“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor 

the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.…

Matthew 25:13
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